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Psalms 142:3    When my spirit was overwhelmed within 
me, then thou knewest my path. 
 
God in his infinite wisdom knows where we’ve been, what 
we’ve done and where we’re going.  If we would only 
believe that he knows our path. 

 



 

 

The Good News                                                                                                    October 2011

5 

Just Give It Up! 
By: Betty Jenkins 

 

I came from a church that never mentioned Salvation. I can’t put the 
entire blame on them since I wasn’t reading my Bible or I would have known 
about it. I felt that because I was in church all the time, worked in the 
church, and held offices in the church that I was a good person and that I 
would go to Heaven when I die.  

What a shock when I found out I was living in a dream world. It still 
took years to realize I should be saved, but there were things holding me 
back from doing it.  

First of all I was a smoker and a gambler. I knew that if I got saved I 
would have to quit both of these and I honestly did not want to give either of 
them up. I was happy... 

When they started on second hand smoke I thought it’s ok I had air 
fresheners and I tried not to smoke in front of my grandchildren. One day 
when they were talking on television about second hand smoke causing 
cancer, I thought of my kids and if they would get cancer it would kill me. 
After that I got sick with the flu and for about 3-4 days I couldn’t stand to 
have a cigarette. So I thought this would be a good time to quit. So I prayed 
for God to help me and he did. It was one of the easiest things I ever did.  

As far as the gambling goes, I loved to pick football teams on a card 
and I was good at it. I would only bet $3.00 but would win $15.00. It was the 
thrill of winning. Same goes for Bingo, I never won any money but other 
food or prizes that I didn’t need. So I gave that up too. 

Some people feel that once you are saved you quit all your vices at once 
but that is not how it happened for me. You have to want to do it. I have faith 
that God will help you and he will just like he helped me. I thought I was 
happy when I smoked and gambled. But I was wrong, I am happier since I 
got saved than when I was before.  
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Christmas 
What exactly is Christmas you might ask? Some people believe that it is a day when 

Santa Claus comes and gives everyone presents and some believe it is to get together with 
family to celebrate. Some do not even know what they are celebrating. I am going to tell you the 
true meaning of Christmas. 

Santa Claus became a part of the Christmas tradition around the Middle Ages however, 
his part in Christmas was not popularized until after he was depicted as a jolly stout old man 
wearing a red and white suit in the 19th century. This figure of Santa was immediately captured 
by celebrants all over. The character of Santa Claus is said to be inspired by Saint Nicholas of 
Myra, a bishop, who went around giving the poor children of his village gifts. 

The Bible states in Isaiah 9:6 the following: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful 
Counselor, The Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of peace.” 

Christmas is celebrated on the 25th of December and commemorates the birth of Jesus 
Christ. The word Christmas is derived from the Old English word “Cristes maesse” which 
literally translates to Christ’s Mass. Although no one knows for sure the exact date of Christ’s 
birth, the date that was chosen to celebrate is related to the Roman Saturnalia festival that 
lasted from the 17th-21st of December. This date was chosen somewhere during the 4th century 
AD by the heads of the church. The date became widely accepted by most branches of 
Christianity with the exception of the Armenians who reserved the 6th of January for Christmas 
celebrations. 

During the reformation of the 19th century there was some disfavor with Christmas and its 
associations with paganism. Many protestants distanced themselves from the tradition. 
However, by the later part of the 19th century the celebration of Christmas grew. It was around 
this time that the modern Christmas tree was introduced in Britain. The 20th century brought a 
general acceptance of the tradition despite the criticisms that were originally set against it. 

The tradition of gift-giving has strong association with Paganism. The Roman festival of 
Saturnalia featured periods of gift-giving, this idea was later incorporated into the traditional 
Christmas celebrations. The gifts started out very modest and evolved to include more 
elaborate expressions of love. This was not met with full acceptance by some Christians who 
disliked the Pagan connection. However, supporters of gift-giving, likened the activity to that of 
the Magi, who gave gifts to baby Jesus, in this regard it became symbolic and necessary to the 
grand tradition of Christmas. 

 



 

    
Christmas Coloring Page 
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A Day with the 2s, 3s, & 4s. 
Am I teaching them and are they learning? 

By: Denise Cottrell 

I volunteered I believe a year ago to teach this class. First I pray asking God to guide the 
preparation process with each lesson.  

Greeting each child as they arrive 

Ruthie and Eli always run to me and give me a big hug and say “Good morning Ms. Denise.” I hug, 
shake hands or both and say good morning to Ruthie, Cole, Eli, Seth, Ms. Lisa, and Ms. Sara. I ask 
the class to do the same. They get a laugh out of this. They each get to put a sticker on their 
attendance chart. The attendance chart has a Bible word that match the sticker for each lesson. So 
they are learning words from the Bible. 

Praising God with music and sharing stories of their happenings during the week 

We either sing songs or talk about what they did during the week. One of our favorite songs is the 
welcoming song, “I Am Glad That You Are Here Today.” We do this song with motions welcoming 
each other in our church. Action songs give children an acceptable way to release their energy so 
they will be able to pay attention during tasks ahead.  

Cole talked about his trip to Big Bear, he said “big lake, small lake, big playground, we saw all of 
these things, didn’t swim or play on the playground. We didn’t do nothing just ate and didn’t stay 
very long.”  

Seth talked about camping. He saw a lake and a playground. It was fun. Talked about boo boo’s on 
his face and how he got them. 

Don’t get discouraged 

I have learned not to get discouraged if the morning did not go exactly as planned. Two, three, and 
four year olds are unpredictable. I have to remember that teaching God’s Word is a spiritual 
ministry, leave the results with God. We learn about sharing, no hitting, no biting, stay in your seat, 
listen, be patient, quiet, no playing with toys until class is over, no it’s not snack time yet, respect, 
etc. 

Summer quarter lesson is about Peter and Paul Loves Jesus 

With each lesson there is a set of questions I ask the class. Who loves Jesus? The class would say 
Peter. Sometimes Seth would yell PETER and then the class would then yell Peter. Who preached 
to people about Jesus? The class would say Peter. Who loves Jesus? The class would say Paul. 
Who keeps Paul safe on the ship during a storm? The class would say God/Jesus. Where does 
Jesus live? The class would say up in Heaven and point up. Who cares for you? The class would 
say mom and dad. Who else cares for you? The class would say Jesus. Who do you pray to? The 
class would say Jesus. 
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Memory Verses 

 
 
“Evening and morning and noon, will I pray”    Psalm 55:17 
 
“We will serve the Lord”    Joshua 24:15 
 
“I will praise the Lord”    Psalm 111:11 
 
“What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee”    Psalm 56:3 
 
I had problems teaching this class. I believe it was the devil saying I 
couldn’t teach and they wouldn’t learn. He would say why are you 
wasting your time? I never gave up and rebuked the devil in Jesus’ 
name. I kept telling the devil he would never win that God would see to 
that. 
 
Yes I am teaching them and they are learning. 
 
I want to thank Ms. Lisa for helping in the classroom. 
 
I want to thank Cole’s dad and mom for bringing him to church to learn 
about God. 
 
I want to thank Seth’s dad and mom for bringing him to church to learn 
about God. 
 
I want to thank Gunnar’s dad for bringing him to church to learn about 
God. 
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Sed lectus 

 

 

Can anyone guess who this is?? 




